


Ben Hecht .............................................................. Ben Christmas 

Victor Fleming ........................................................... Sean Dyess 

David O. Selznick ...................................................... Gabe Smith 

Miss Poppenghul ..............................................  Katherine Hardin  

Place:  
A Hollywood studio lot, office of  

legendary producer David O. Selznick. 
 

Time:  
1939 

 
Produced by special arrangement with 

the Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 

In Order of Appearance 
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Director  ................................................................. Christopher Walrath 
Assistant Director/Stage Manager ................................... Gabby Thomas 
Assistant Director ...................................................... Caroline Fitzwater 
Set Design  ............................................................. Christopher Walrath 
Costume Design .................................................................. Sarah Norris  
Lighting Design ...................................................... Christopher Walrath 
Props Mistresses ................................... Jessica Jolly and Bongi Thomas 
Wardrobe Mistress ........................................................ Abby Jovanovic 
Wardrobe Alterations ..................................................... Jamie Wenning 
Backstage Crew .................................... Jessica Jolly and Bongi Thomas 
Lighting & Sound Operator ...................................... Caroline Fitzwater 
Poster Design .......................................................... Amanda Gronewold 
Mural Creation .......................................................... Caroline Fitzwater 
Photography ................................................. Dianna Janus Photography 
Box Office  .......................................  Cam McMillen, Marsha Williams 
Opening Night Party  ............................ Jansen Fair & Terry McDowell 
Opening Night Party Decorations ................................... Brian Hawkins  

Ben Christmas, Arianna Dyess, Sean Dyess, Zoe Dyess,  
Caroline Fitzwater, Louis Gallo, Katherine Hardin,  

Abby Jovanovic, Daniel Kimber, Lyndsay Simpson, Daniel Rayburn,  
Gabe Smith, Bongi Thomas, Gabby Thomas, and Christopher Walrath 

Marsha Williams  
Thomas La Foe 

Maw Maw’s Treasures (WestPoint) 
Shep’s Cleaners Inc. 

Sullivan’s Business & Office Supply 
Rick’s Furniture 

Proof Bakery 



Ben Christmas 
Ben is once again excited to be on stage with this amazing production of 
Moonlight and Magnolias. A veteran of SCT, he has been in 
productions such as The Laramie Project, To Kill a Mockingbird, and 
Arsenic and Old Lace. A student of theatre at Mississippi State and 
member of the Blackfriars Drama Society, Ben has also been in shows 
such as Theatre MSU’s The Tempest, The Hobbit, and Crimes of the 
Heart, as well as having directed the Blackfriars 2018 season opener No 
Exit. Ben hopes you have an amazing experience here at the wonderful 
Starkville Community Theatre and that you enjoy the show! 
 
Sean Dyess 
Sean is thrilled to return to the SCT stage for this production. He has 
previously acted in shows such as The Drowsy Chaperone and 
Urinetown, and has directed Picasso at the Lapin Agile and Harvey for 
SCT, among others. Sean looks forward to any opportunity to be a part 
of the wonderful family at Starkville Community Theatre. Fun fact: both 
Sean and the character he plays - Victor Fleming - have only one 
kidney.  
 
Katherine Hardin 
Back for her fourth SCT production, Katherine is happy to be the lone 
lady on stage with these three very talented guys. But many thanks need 
to go to the crew of hardworking ladies backstage who have made this 
possible! Becoming familiar with this untold, behind-the-scenes story of 
one of her favorite movies has been a thrill, and Katherine can now add 
to her resumé sixty-three different ways to say, “Yes, Mr. Selznick.” 
 
Gabe Smith 
Gabe is Chief Administrative Officer for SCT. A veteran of nearly 40 
SCT productions since 2002, as a performer, director, and backstage 
crew member, Gabe currently serves as chair for the Adult Playwriting 
competition for the Mississippi Theatre Association (MTA). As a 
performer at MTA’s annual community theatre competitions, Gabe has 
two All-Star Cast Awards, two Best Actor wins (in 2005 and 2008), and 
a Best Supporting Actor win in 2016. Next up, he will be directing 
SCT's 2020 state festival entry - A Public Reading of an Unproduced 
Screenplay About the Death of Walt Disney by Lucas Hnath.  



I just wanted to give a special thank you to Jessica Jolly, Abby 
Jovanovic, Gabby Thomas, Bongi Michelle, and Caroline Fitzwater. 
This show has been a very short production period with a lot of hurdles, 
and without their help going above and beyond this production would 
not be as wonderful as it is. From the bottom of my heart thank you each 
for helping me stay sane and get it all done! You all are the best for sure 
and look forward to working with you all again! 
 
Christopher Walrath  
 

 

Shep’s Cleaners 
Highway 12 &  

South Jackson Street 
Starkville, MS 39759 

We strive to keep you looking your best! 

Hours of Operation: 
7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
and 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon (Saturday) 

Same-Day Service: 
Tuesday-Friday: in by 8:00 a.m. - out by 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Upcoming Auditions 
 

Blame it on Beckett By John Morogiello 
Monday, November 18 and Tuesday, November 19 at 6 p.m. 

Directed by Jo Durst (two men, two women) 
 

Disaster! By Seth Rudetsky and Jack Plotnick 
Sunday, January 26 and Monday, January 27 at 6 p.m. 

Directed by Paula Mabry (five men, five women plus ensemble) 
 
For basic information on the show, about SCT or to read a copy of the 
script in advance of auditions, please email cao@sct-online.org. 
 
 



P  S  
Barbara Coats - Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial 

City of Starkville 
Hurdle Law Firm 

Mississippi Arts Commission 
National Endowment for the Arts 

Renasant Bank 
ServiceMaster Restore of Starkville 

Spruill Property Management 
Starkville Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Starkville Pediatric Clinic 
Turner and Gloria Wingo 
Vollor-Lang Law Firm  

 

S  S  
Susan and Walter Diehl 

 

P  P  
Clayborne Taylor and Joan Butler  

 

G  P  
Suzy and Jim Turner 

 

S  P  
*Alice Carol Caldwell 
Bob and Pam Collins 
*Wayne and Jo Durst 

*Billie Lane Hood 
*John and Jeanne Marszalek 
*Marsha and Clyde Williams 

Starkville Community Theatre 
2019-2020 Sponsors and Patrons 

*Denotes contributors to the Anderson Scholarship Fund 



P  
Vernon and Terry Ammon 

Angella Baker 
*Jack and June Barnett 

*John and Mary Lee Beal 
Catherine R. Boyd 

Bob and Deb Bresnaham 
Susan and Larry Brown 

Milo Burnham 
*Tom Carskadon 

Frank and Ann Chiles 
*Ed and Barbara Clynch 

Laura Lea and Tommy Cobb 
Lois Connington 
Pamela Cosby 

Amy and Sid Crigler 
Happy and Babs Deas 

Armando and Ruth de la Cruz 
Curtis and Shirley Delouche 

DIMJ Guest House Properties 
*Suzanne Dressel  

Elliott and Tani Dubuisson 
Sharon and Jerry Fly 

Brent and Debby Funderburk 
Norma Gardner 

Andrew and Aimee Gaston 
Roy and Betty Gentry 

Brenda and Don Grebner 
Mark and Cheryl Guyton 

Nancy D. Hargrove 
Rowan and Marty Haug 

*Bob and Elizabeth Hawkins 
Pam and Eddie Helms 

John Hendricks 
Warren and Judi Housley 

Janet D. Jackson 
Everlyn and W.C. Johnson 
*Briar and Michelle Jones 

*Pam Jones 
*Wallace and Christina Killcreas 

*Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leach 
Mark and Carol Lehman 

Gail Long 
John Luthe 

*Paula Mabry  
Kelly Marsh and Brian Anderson 

Lynn McAdams 
Terry McDowell 

David and Linda Morse  
Joan and John Mylroie 

*Debbie Mahoney Nettles 
Mary Sue and Marco Nicovich 

*Rae and Larry Oldham 
*Bonnie Oppenheimer 

*Bill and HelenSue Parrish 
Robert and Lucy Phillips 

Matthew and Lauren Priddy 
*Keith and Ruth Remy 

Charles and Carolyn Ritter 
Charles and Nina Rivenburgh 

Nancy Ruff 
Audrey G. Scales 
Vicki Schramm 

*Charles and Martha Sparrow 
Wayne and Judy Tubb 

*David and Sherrie VanLandingham 
Kevin and Robert Voller 
Tom and Cindy Walker 

*Johnny and Bobbie Walton  
Vance and Jo Ann Watson 

Bruce Welch 
Martha and Graham Wells 

Mike and Marcie White 
John P. Whitecar, Jr. 

Glenn and Sherrie Wiygul 
*Paul Williams 

Robert and Joan Wilson 
*Bob Wolverton 

Worker Bees  
Linda Young 
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Turner and Gloria Wingo 

This season is sponsored in part by a grant from the Mississippi Arts Commission 
and the National Endowment for the Arts. 


