
Starkville Community Theatre 
by special arrangement with DramaƟsts Play Service, Inc. 

presents 

MOON 
by Laddy Sartin 

directed by Kris Lee 

Catfish 

WINNER! 
2009 Southeastern Theatre Conference 

Best Production 
 

2009 Mississippi Theatre Association Festival 
Warren McDaniel Award for Best Production 

 
MTA Best Director, Kris Lee 
MTA Best Ensemble Acting 
MTA Best Actor, Paul Ruff 

MTA Best Supporting Actress, Krista Vowell 
MTA Overall Technical Excellence 

MTA Best Scenic Design 



 

cast 
 

(in order of appearance) 
 

 Curley .................................................... Gabe Smith 

 Gordon ........................................................ Paul Ruff 

 Frog .................................................. Marcus Vowell 

 Betty ..................................................... Krista Vowell 

place & time 
 

an old fishing pier in Mississippi 
 

 scene i  ....................... an afternoon in early summer 

 scene ii  ................................................. that evening 

 scene iii  .....................early evening, one week later 

 scene iv ...................... an afternoon, three days later 

MOON 
by Laddy Sartin 

Catfish 

directed by Kris Lee 

(Note: “Blackberry Blossom” by Nash Street used by permission.) 



 

production 
 

 Director ................................................................. Kris Lee 

 Assistant Director / Stage Manager ..................... Lyle Tate 

 Technical Director ...................................... Thomas La Foe 

 Costuming ........................................ Amanda Clay Powers 

 Properties .......................................................... Cindy Ruff 

 Crew ......................................... Lee Dempsey, Matt Crane 

                                                    Alison Stamps & Andrew Watkins 

 Stage Design .............................................. Thomas La Foe 

  

Set Construction 
Thomas La Foe, Paul Ruff, Lee Dempsey,  

Kris Lee, Amanda Clay Powers, Cindy Ruff, 
Craig Ruff, Daniel Ruff, Reagan Ruff, Gabe Smith, 

Lyle Tate, Mike Tate, Krista Vowell, and Marcus Vowell 
 

 
Special Thanks 

Dr. John Forde, Dr. Wayne Durst, 
Marianne Ulmer & Theatre MSU 

Bob Anderson, Patsy Douglas, David Nolen, Alison Stamps,  
Rodney and Mandi Dempsey, Mike Tate, W.C. McClendon, 

Joey Partridge, Prudential Starkville Properties, and 
Cindy Melby & Nash Street 

The cast of Caƞish 
Moon (from leŌ) 
features Paul Ruff, 
Gabe Smith,  
Krista Vowell and 
Marcus Vowell.  



 

Executive Producer 
City of Starkville 

D. L. Spruill 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Buehler 
Starkville Area Arts Council 

 
Producer 

Starkville Rotary Club 
Mississippi Theatre Association 

 
Director 

Bryan and Nona Baker 
Dramatists Play Service 

Oktibbeha County Hospital 
Elizabeth Hill 

 
Assistant Director 

Greater Starkville Development  
Partnership 

Alice Carol Caldwell 
Shep's Cleaners, Inc. 

Tess Graham 
Dom and Ida Cunetto 

Turner Wingo 
Clyde and Marsha Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd D. Wade, Jr. 

 

Thanks to our supporters whose generous  
contributions are sending the cast and crew 

of Catfish Moon to Tacoma and AACTFest! 



 

The 2008-2009 Season is sponsored by a grant in part from the Mississippi 
Arts Commission and in part from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Actor 
Ernest (Happy) and Barbara (Babs) Deas  

Dr. and Mrs. Warren F. Housley 
Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Brandon  

Verna Ramsey 
Frank Chiles Insurance Agency  

R.K. Collins & P.C. Collins  
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Bonner  

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Ingels  
Leota P. Cardwell 

Dr. & Mrs. Rodney Foil 
Bob and Peggy Wolverton 

Jack Forbus Insurance Agency, Inc. 
S. P. Vance 

Robert D. Camp 
Claudia L. Woody 
P C McLaurin, Jr. 

Paula Mabry 
Donald Mabry 

Harry LLull 
Janet Jackson 

Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Ellis 
John N. Archer 

Gaston Properties  
Sullivan's Office Supply, Inc, 

Milo Burnham 
Armando de la Cruz  

Tupelo Community Theatre and Tom Booth 
Brewski’s  

Rosey Baby’s 
Chuck Prestwood 

Bob Anderson 
David Powers and Bettie Cox 

Lynn McAdams 
Mike and Nan Tate 



 

Contributors Continued... 

Caƞish Moon was originally produced in a stage reading  
during the 1994 CharloƩe FesƟval New‐Plays‐in‐America Series, 

Claudia Covington, Literary Manager. 
 

The world premiere of Caƞish Moon  
was produced by  

CharloƩe Repertory Theatre,  
CharloƩe, N.C., February 1996, 

Keith MarƟn, Producer;  
Terry Loughlin, ArƟsƟc Director. 

Stage Crew 
William & Helensue Parrish 

Ann and Harry Stamps 
Alison Stamps 

Terry McDowell 
Evelyn Lowery 
Pattye Archer 

Lyle Tate 
Dr. and Mrs. James Turner 

Elizabeth Bounds 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Schaffner 

Mrs. Irvin Griffin 
Pete and Net Vowell 
Bell Building Supply 

Mary N. Gaston 
The Little Dooey, Inc. 

Bulldog Deli  
Piggly Wiggly  

Kroger 
Howard & Rachel Bullman 

Old Venice Pizza Co--Starkville 
Joe Mosley 

Debra and Timothy Fairbrother 
Krista Vowell 

Faye Hutto 
Sonia Taylor 

Alison Franklin 
Mary Downey 
Martha Irby 



 

Paul Ruff (“Gordon”) is a pediatrician in Starkville, MS, and has 
been involved with Starkville Community Theatre since 1992.  He 
has parƟcipated in about a dozen stage plays and eight musical 
revues – many alongside his wife, Cindy.  In 2007, Paul appeared in 
the Mississippi Theatre AssociaƟon Best ProducƟon and SETC 
Runner‐Up Best ProducƟon, Smoke on the Mountain, in which he 
played the banjo‐pickin' “Burl Sanders.”  In January, Paul was 
named MTA’s Best Actor for his role in Caƞish Moon.   
 
Gabe Smith (“Curley”) is a six‐year SCT veteran, onstage and off‐, 
and a two‐Ɵme winner of the Mississippi Theatre AssociaƟon’s 
award for Best Actor.  In addiƟon to Caƞish Moon, Gabe’s 
producƟons at MTA include Deadline Dawn, Loose Hog in the 
House of God, and 2008’s Runner‐Up Best ProducƟon, “Art.” 
 
Krista Vowell (“BeƩy”) currently serves as SCT president and has 
been an acƟve member of the organizaƟon and of other Mississippi 
theatre organizaƟons for a number of years, counƟng as favorites 
her roles in producƟons of Bus Stop, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, The 
Crucible, The Last Night of Ballyhoo, and Smoke on the Mountain, 
for which she received a 2007 SETC Outstanding Performance by an 
Actress award.  In January, Krista was named the Mississippi 
Theatre AssociaƟon’s Best SupporƟng Actress for her role in Caƞish 
Moon. 
  
Marcus Vowell (“Frog”) appeared as “Stanley Sanders” in the 2007 
Mississippi Theatre AssociaƟon Best ProducƟon and SETC Runner‐
Up Best ProducƟon, Smoke on the Mountain.  He has appeared at 
SCT in producƟons of The Lion in Winter, The Importance of Being 
Earnest, and The Last Night of Ballyhoo.  Marcus lives in Starkville 
with his wife (currently playing “BeƩy”) and two children and is a 
database administrator for East Mississippi Community College and 
a freelance voice‐over arƟst. 

about the cast… 



 

Get 

on Starkville! 
A great place to learn. 

To work. 
To play. 

 
It’s even a great place to go fishin’! 

 
 

Starkville Community Theatre 
is proud to call Starkville home! 


