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THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Total involvement and commitment are the words that describe
PAT ALRED. She has appeared on stage in The Man Who Came To
Dinner and T Remember Mama and has served as assistant direc—
tor for Barefoot in ithe Park and stage manager for BlLithe
Spinit and Plaza Suite. Wait Until Dark, Five Little Peppers,
and Close Ties, are just a few of the productions for which
Pat has served on crews. A native of Ripley, Tennessee,
she and her husband, Bob, have one son. Pat is an active mem-
ber of Compassionate Friends and an LPN at Oktibbeha County
Hospital.

ACTORS APPEARING ON STAGE TONIGHT

CHRISTOPHER B. HELLER, a seventh grade student at Armstrong
Middle School, is making his SCT stage debut. In school Chris
appeared as a member of FDR's cabinet in Annie and Mouse King
in Nuferacker Swite. In his spare time, he is an avid base-
ball fan and card collector. Chris is the son of Robert Heller
and the director, Frances.

EDWIN ELLIS, Professor of Computer Science at MSU, has ap-
peared in Mary, Mary and as a reader in Spoon River Anthofogy.
A native of West Point, Edwin has also worked with lighting for
a number of SCT productions. He and his wife, Diane, another
SCT member, have three children.

JOHN C. BAINE III, a native of St. Louis, Missouri, is a vet-
ern of SCT. Theatre goers will remember him in Beff, Book and
Candle, The Man Who Came To Dinner, and Barefoot in the Park.
John, a senior at MSU in the College of Veterinary Medicine,
states that he will be very busy next year and will not have
time to be as active in SCT as in the past. So, at this time
John would like to say, "Thanks for the memories."™ SCT thanks
you, John.

MADELINE G. BRANTON made her acting debut as Christine in SCT's
production of I Remember Mama. She served on the make-up com-
mittees for Barefoot in the Park and Close Ties. oOriginally
from Starkville, Madeline is a secretary in the Extension Home
Economics Department at MSU. She and her husband, Scott, are
the proud "parents" of two cats and a big green bird.

MONROE W. DEWBERRY has appeared in SCT's Belf, Book and Candle,
Plaza Suite, and Wait Untif Dark. He directed Barefoot in the
Park and has worked on numerous shows with make-up, stage trim,
and set construction. Monroe, a native of Maben, is Bursar at
MSU is the father of four boys.

MARVIN SALIN, who delighted audiences as the wimpish undertak-
er, Peter Thorkelson, in I Remember Mama, makes his second SCT
stage appearance. Marvin, a native of New York City, is Asso-
ciate Professor of Biochemistry at MSU and is the father of
two sons.



FROM THE DIRECTOR

Aside from the satisfaction inherent in directing a successful
theatrical production--that of seeing one's vision of a play
reflected in all the multiple aspects of its production, a
community theatre director has the opportunity for satisfac-
tion not available to a professional. It lies in the contact
he/she has with people, who despite the fact that their pri-
mary obligations lie outside the theatre, are willing to make
a serious commitment that will inevitably result in long
hours, hard work, inconvenience, a minimum of recognition, and
not a small amount of frustration--all in the interest of mak-
ing community theatre pleasing and worthwhile for audiences.
To all the people who made that kind of commitment to A Thou-
sand CLowns, I am grateful.

Within that group are those to whom I owe special gratitude
for their specinl contributions--to the cast, for being will-
ing to trust what they sometimes must have doubted; to my
assistant director, Pat Alred, for her capable help and un-
wavering support; to my stage manager, Marsha Williams, for
her perspect)m and insight; to them both for their sense of
humor; to Duvid Cook, for his imagination and long hours that
provided a perfect backdrop for the action of the play; and,
finally, to my son for surviving with patience at once my de-
mands as a director and my shortcomings as a mother for the
past seven weeks.

Frances T. Heller
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