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PLACE: The Frye summer home, ample and sprawling. The place was ac-—
quired more than 50 years ago by Josephine and her husband Charles.
Josephine gave it to Bess and Watt after Charles' death.

TIME: Now
ACT L

A Saturday morning in August
Scene 1l: Midmorning
Scene 2: Several hours later
Scene 3: Late evening
.THERE WILL BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS.
ACT II
The next day

Scene 1: The next day
Scene 2: Late afternoon
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JOAN EMBREE s conducting hen finst show. Joan describes henself as
the wontd's ofdest graduate student, working on a Masten's .in Smatl
Town Design at the School of Anchitecture. She {8 marnied to Dan, an
English professon at MSU, and they have two chifdren, Nick and Mofly.
Joan has many SCT chedits since she foined the finst SCT cnew, con-
Sthucting sets forn "Six Rms Ru View."

BARBARA BOUCHILLON has been wonking with SCT since she §inst won two
tickets to a penformance fowr years ago. She has done all tasks from
makeup to hen curnent nofe as Assdistant Directon and has done them atf
well, She desciibes herself as a "genernal ald purpose penson," She
has centainly senved SCT in that capacity. She wants to thank hen male
crew (Bush, Rusty, and David) at home for keeping the home §ines buin-
ing while she's away.

SHAY MCDONNALL, a transplanted Yankee, has been a memben of SCT fon
severnal yeans bui says this s hen finst "neal" job with any of the
productions. She's been behind the scenes typing programs and Lettens
and s cwwently senving as SCT's secnetary. Shay moved hene with hen
husband, Scott, and two children, Sean and Kaisa, eight years ago from
the uppern midwest s0 considens them almost "native."

RUTH ECKHARDT (8 making hen §inst appearance for SCT as Josephine.
Ruth says hern expernience fon this rnole has been in "Living his many
yeans." She says she 44 proud to be a naturalized American and a
Loyal Mcssissippian of 41 yeans. Ruth and hen Late husband, Dn. Robenrt
C. Eckharndt, neaned a family of two sons and two daughtens here in
Starkville where Ruth taught in the public schook system. "Retinement”
has atlowed hen to become "active” in many organizations in Stankv.ille
which {ncude the Finst Presbyterian Church, Pilot CLub, MSU  Symphony
Chotus, and Defta Kappa Gamma, which are only a few of hen intenests.

PERRY MULLEN has not been seen on the SCT stage Adince his role .in
"Dial M for Murdern." Penny is Vice President of Garan and in addition
to this demanding pos{tion has many activities which take his time.
He s a member of Finst Methodist Church, NBC Bank Advisony Board, the
Boy Scout Council, the Airpont Commission. He and his wife Hefen have
Aéx childnen. SCT (s happy to have Perry back on stage!

KATHERINE CONROY <5 a veteran SCT penformen having pfaged many holes
stanting as a chorus memben in "Little Many Sunshine." She played the
Lead nole of Lizzdie in "The Rain Maken" as well as nofes in foun othen
shows. Kathenine has also taken many of Zhe backstage jobs and has
done them all well and willingly, Kathenine and hen husband Jim have a
gamily of "J" membens, two sons, Jonathan and Justin, and a daughten
Jam{ and one dog, Jenny., She (s also kept busy in the Aldensgate
choin, teaching chunch school, working with MSU Women's Club, and the
MSU Veterinarian Wives.

TERRY REESE MCDOWELL is» a newcomer to the SCT stage, hen onfy theatii-
caf expernience being in high school. Tewty is "on stage" a Lot in her
position as a second grade teachen with the Oktibbeha County School
system. She is the mothen of four children, Ledge, Sy, Jack, and Matt.
She said she wanted to publicly thank hen babysitten, B.L., for keep-
Ang the childnen s0 that she could be in the show.

SUZY RICHEY (s anothen newcomen to the SCT stage. She has participated
<n theatne at both Pelta State and the Univensdity of Mississippi. Suzy
and hen hwsband, Eddie, have one son, Michael Andrew, who &5 20 months
ofd. She s employed by the Starkvifle Daily News .in advertising.



MARTANNE ULMER {5 anothen newcemen fo the SCT stage. She 4 a Communi-
cation Education graduate from MSU and <8 now a Speech and Drama
teachen at Henderson Junion High Schoof. Marianne and her husband,
Allen, have one son, Cuxt, who is nine. She s also a membex of the
Abdensgate choin.

JOHN HELMS &8 16, Cives with his fathen and stepmother, and has seven
brothens and sistens. He enfoys working with people as evidenced by
his many activities: Abdernsgate Methodist Church, Boy Scouts of Amen-
fea, fogaing, acting classes and shits put on at Aldersgate.

DAVID COOK és a veteran SCT member and acton. He has participated in
all aspects of the productions from actor in four on five noles fo set
design and construction. His Last set was for the MSU Symphony pho-
duction of "Amaht." David {8 the Directon of Psychology af Roll.ing
HEEs Mental Retardation Center whife working on a ghaduate degree in
Cfinical Psychology. David's work histony is most intenesting nelud-
{ng everything from Counselon for juvenile delinquents in Mexico, to
waiter on fop of the Tower of the Americas in the 1968 Wonld's Fair.
He s a member of St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Symphony Association,
and Association for Non-Traditional Students.

DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS

Everyone assocdated with "CLose Ties" has worked hard to make this
fist  atfempt at mohe senious drama a success. In most of our past
productions, SCT has tried to make audiences Laugh. 1n this produc-
Lion, we hope to make you Caugh and crny. We see this play as a
"bridging” production--a play with more depth and character develop-
ment than our comedies--pernhaps the predecesson of occasional seriouws
productions in the future.

One of the most exciting things about community theatre is the regubar
appeanance of new talent. Lots of new folks came fo auditions for
this play, providing an embarrassment of niches 4in the casting
process. Of the members chosen, five are new to Starkuv.iffe Community
Theatne (in penforming noles) and three are netunning aften varying
Lengths of Lime away from SCT,

Even from the §inst, it was hand not to think of this ghoup of people
as a family. They have worked harnd and well fogether. They even seem
to Like cach othen. They've been fun to work with, and T'RE miss them
when the gamily finishes its "vacation" and goes back to wonk.

Among the behind-the-scenes helpens, 1'd Like to offer special thanks
to assistant dineeton Barbara Bouchillon, who wonked many extra howrs
fiore me and forn the cast, and fo Shay McDonnall, who stepped in at the
Last moment o take over the eritical job of stage manager when onig-
inal plans fell through.
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